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Stakeholder Consultation Meetings in South East Asia

The World Agriculture Forum (WAF), in collaboration with FAO RAP (FAO HQ for Asia Pacific), convened a 

stakeholder consultation meeting at the FAO office in Bangkok. The meeting, was steered by Dr. M. J. 

Khan, Special Advisor to the WAF Board. 

This significant event gathered a diverse group of agricultural and development experts, policymakers, 

business leaders, and innovators to deliberate on pressing challenges and opportunities in advancing 

sustainable agriculture and food security across Southeast Asia.
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¦ Strategies for addressing emerging agricultural challenges, emphasizing the adoption of 

advanced technologies and sustainable practices

¦ The critical role of agribusiness innovation in transforming food systems

¦ Strengthening smallholder livelihoods to ensure equitable and inclusive growth

¦ Enhancing global partnerships to foster collaborative solutions and drive transformative change

The meeting further reinforced WAF's position as a global convergence platform, committed to 

addressing critical policy issues, facilitating agro-trade, and championing farm entrepreneurship and 

technological advancements. Together, these efforts aim to shape a resilient, inclusive, and sustainable 

future for agriculture in Southeast Asia and beyond.

Key areas of discussion included :
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On November 20, 2024, the World Agriculture Forum (WAF), in collaboration with Grain International, 

convened a stakeholder consultation meeting at the National University Singapore Campus. The 

meeting, was steered by Dr. M. J. Khan, Special Advisor to the WAF Board. It was hosted by Grain 

International, courtesy Dr. Mandar Godge, WAF Council Member & CEO, Grain International Pte Ltd.
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This gathering provided a platform for agricultural leaders, policymakers, and innovators to deliberate on 

achieving sustainable agricultural growth and enhancing food security across Southeast Asia.
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¦ Developing innovative solutions to address current agricultural challenges.

¦ Leveraging advanced technologies to transform agrifood systems and enhance productivity.

¦ Strengthening agribusiness networks and fostering regional collaboration to build resilient value 

chains.

¦ Empowering smallholder farmers as drivers of sustainable growth.

The consultation reinforced WAF's mission to unite diverse stakeholders in tackling critical agricultural 

issues and driving sustainability and inclusivity across the sector. By fostering collaboration and 

collective action, WAF continues to shape the future of agriculture in Southeast Asia and beyond.

Key areas of discussion included :
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The final consultation meeting in the Southeast Asia series took place in Manila on November 22, 2024, co-

hosted by the FAO Representative Office in the Philippines at the Bureau of Soil and Water Management, 

Department of Agriculture. This event centered on addressing the critical challenges facing the agricultural 

sector in the Philippines and the wider Southeast Asia region.
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Dr. William Dar, WAF Board Member and Former Secretary of Agriculture for the Philippines, noted the 

importance of the gathering, stating, “We are looking forward to an enriching discussion with leaders in 

agriculture and development. This meeting is a unique opportunity to collaborate on creating sustainable 

pathways that will shape the future of agriculture, not only in the Philippines but across the globe.”

Dr. Lionel Dabbadie, FAO Representative in the Philippines, emphasized the collaboration's impact, 

remarking, “This consultation meeting between WAF and FAO adds a critical dimension to these efforts. By 

aligning WAF's focus on sustainable innovation with FAO's technical expertise in the country and global 

reach, we can support the government in its efforts to develop strategies tailored to the specific needs of 

local communities.”

The session was steered by Dr. M.J. Khan, Special Advisor to the WAF Board, who presented WAF's vision for 

addressing global agricultural challenges. Key discussions included the adoption of sustainable practices, 

integration of innovative technologies, and the implementation of policy reforms to strengthen smallholder 

livelihoods and advance agribusiness innovations.

This consultation highlighted WAF's unwavering commitment to fostering resilient and inclusive agricultural 

systems. It also marked a significant milestone in strengthening its mission of advancing global agricultural 

sustainability and food security.
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Collective Vision Across Southeast Asia

The stakeholder consultation meetings across Southeast Asia collectively fostered dialogue among 

agricultural experts, policymakers, business leaders, and innovators. These engagements emphasized 

WAF's role as a global platform for collaboration, focusing on addressing pressing agricultural challenges, 

strengthening global partnerships, and driving transformative action in agriculture.

Through these consultations, WAF reaffirmed its dedication to identifying actionable solutions, advancing 

sustainability, and promoting inclusive agricultural systems that contribute to a food-secure future for 

Southeast Asia and beyond.
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